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appeal to these types of whites. The negro on the
other hand may resent the assumption of superior-
ity on the part of men perhaps less efficient than
himself. Obviously friction may arise under such
conditions.

The mobs which have so often stained the repu-
tation of the South by defiance of the law and by
horrible cruelty as well do not represent the best
elements of the South. The statement so often
made that the most substantial citizens of a com-
munity compose lynching parties may have been
partially true once, but it is not true today. These
mobs are chiefly made up from the lowest third of
the white community Perhaps the persistence of
the belief has prevented the wiser part of the popu-
lation from stamping out such lawlessness; perhaps
some lingering feeling of mistaken loyalty to the
white race restrains them from strong action; per-
haps the individualism of the Southerner has inter-
fered with general acceptance of the idea of the
inexorable majesty of the law which must be vin-
dicated at any cost. Yet, in spite of all these
undercurrents of feeling, sheriffs and private citi-
zens do on occasion brave the fury of enraged mobs
to rescue or to protect. Attempts to prosecute
participants in such mobs usually fail in the South